Outloud! Spring / Summer 2010 

We’re on a roll online! 

We launched our new website at the end of last year and it’s already had over 17,000 visits, with 30% repeat visits from all over the country. 

It’s still the best place to go to find out about our services, ways to donate and up-to-date news and events. Visit www.henshaws.org.uk 

200 years honour to Henshaw’s legacy

Henshaws was founded in 1837 with a legacy left by Thomas Henshaw, a hat manufacturer from Prestwich in Manchester. 

This year marks the 200th anniversary of his death, so we’re planning to pay a fitting tribute to the great man later in the year. We’ll keep you informed of any news and events as they happen. 

In the meantime, we’ve unearthed a few historical Henshaws facts that you might find interesting…

· Thomas Henshaw was a rare philanthropist, founding schools for his employee’s children and setting up the first Sunday Schools in Lancashire.
· He left £20,000 to establish an ‘Asylum for the Indigent Blind’ in Manchester. This is worth a staggering £1.8 million in today’s values.
· His family challenged his will, insisting he was mentally ill when he made it. It would be 23 years until the Court of Chancery returned a verdict in accordance with the terms of the will!

· In 1835, the foundation stone for the asylum was laid by William Grant, who was also reputed to be Charles Dickens’ muse for the Cheeryble Brothers in Nicholas Nickleby.
· In 1850, the first Governor of the school, Mr Hughes took out a patent for the Hughes Typograph, now believed to be the first typewriting machine to aid blind people to communicate with sighted people.
· The Asylum became one of the largest institutions in the country. In 1930 it had 273 pupils and 224 employees.
· Henshaws now runs in three regions in northern England and we support over 4000 people each year. 

Taking centre stage in Sale

Our Manchester office took centre stage last month, accepting a cheque of £2010 from the Sale Nomads Theatre Group and Granada TV’s Fred ‘the Weatherman’ Talbot. 

The group have been raising money over the last year with their stage shows and events. 

Sarah Graves, last year’s President of Sale Nomads said, “Henshaws is very close to our hearts, so I really wanted to make them our chosen charity last year. We were thrilled to hand over the cheque.”

TV’s weatherman, Fred Talbot said, “I’m a local lad myself, so I’m particularly happy to be able to support Henshaws and Nomads in this way. Long may they both continue, I say.”

The Sale Nomads events and shows can be found at www.salenomads.org.uk 

Haircuts are a snip in Liverpool

Our service users have the best bobs and barnets in Merseyside these days, all thanks to Mode Hairdressing Training. Once a month, Mode are offering free styling to anyone who uses our services in Merseyside. 
Late last year, their staff and students completed our Visual Impairment Awareness Training (VIAT) to learn the skills and awareness needed for hairdressing clients with visual impairments. 

They are now the country’s first training group to do this and are set to become a benchmark for others with HABIA, the standards board for hairdressing.
Janet Smith from Sefton Park, who lost the use of her sight and mobility over 20 years ago, has used the service twice so far. She says, “I’ve always had a thing for my hair. When I was a punk, I dyed it pink to clash with my white guide dog! I think it’s a super service and it makes me feel like a new woman.” 

Debbie Tagoe, Mode’s training director said, “It’s just as important that our staff have the right skills to meet the specific needs of our clients. Henshaws have helped us to achieve a major part of this.” 

£1009 for 1009 miles


Mancunian cyclist George Mills has raised £1009 for Henshaws, cycling 1009 sponsored miles from Land's End to John O'Groats.

George who’s 65 this year said, "Land's End to John O'Groats is the Holy Grail for cyclists, so when I retired last year, I decided to do it. I know Henshaws from way back when I was a kid growing up in Salford, so I still like to support them."

If you would like to take on a personal challenge for Henshaws, visit www.henshaws.org.uk for more details on our events pages. 

Braille brilliance!

The Braille class at our Old Trafford centre is the only one of its kind in Manchester, and its pupils say it's given them a new focus in life. 

Pat Howie from Salford says, “I can now make simple things like labels for tablet bottles. It doesn’t sound much, but to a blind person it gives real peace of mind to know you are taking the right pill.”

It's given Tony Chorley from Eccles new independence too: “At first it was like going back to school. But now I can read Braille menus in restaurants without asking for help. I’m now more of my own man, just like everybody else.”

There are two types of Braille. Grade 1 is a basic alphabet where words are spelled out exactly - a Harry Potter book printed like this would amount to 12 volumes. Grade 2 is more advanced where words are abbreviated, like ‘text-speak’.

Course tutor Gary Cassidy says, “It’s a confidence booster and now some students are progressing to job skills training.”

A really Great North Swim with more places! 

We've secured 30 more places for the legendary Great North Swim on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th of September.

We're really excited about this, because these places are like gold dust!

All we need now are more fab fundraisers to sign up to do the one-mile swim on the beautiful Lake Windermere.

 

If you're up for the challenge, contact:
North West - james.lester@henshaws.org.uk or 0161 872 1234

North East - margaret.musgrave@henshaws.org.uk or 0191 275 9417

Yorkshire - victoria.nixon@henshaws.org.uk or 01423 886 451

Tyneside zip slide: June 27th 

Be brave, strap up and zip slide across Newcastle’s River Tyne this summer!

At last year’s event our super zipflyers raised well over £1000 for services in the North East – and five members of the group were registered blind!

If you're up for the 2010 challenge, you could be launching off the Tyne Bridge and landing at HMS Calliope near the Sage Gateshead - all in aid of Henshaws. 

For more details contact margaret.musgrave@henshaws.org.uk or call 0191 275 9417

It’s a knockout in Liverpool

Yes, that’s right - we're donning our ridiculously oversized suits for the legendary 'It's a Knockout' event in Liverpool. Last year was hilarious and with three Henshaws teams, this year will be no exception… 

The fun takes place on Sunday 22nd August at Mosley Hill Athletics Club.  

If you fancy taking part or cheering us on, call Nikki Andrews on 0151 227 1226 or email nikki.andrews@henshaws.org.uk
Henshaws’ fun at the Great North Run

We’re raising money for our North East services in the two Great North Run events this summer. We still have some places left, so if you want to take part, contact Margaret at margaret.musgrave@henshaws.org.uk or 0191 275 9417. 

If you aren’t the running type, come down and join us anyway - our runners need all the encouragement they can get!

Bupa Great North Run: Sunday 19th September

Running 21k from Newcastle to Gateshead – join 54,000 runners in the worlds biggest half marathon. 

Great North 10k: Sunday 18th July 

The 10k route follows a city centre course that starts and ends at Sunderland AFC's Stadium of Light. 

Gift Aid: please help by completing a form

Gift Aid is a great way of giving more to Henshaws, with no extra cost to you. When you pay tax on your pension, income or savings, we can reclaim the tax you pay on your donations.

For every £1 you donate, we can claim an extra 28p from the government – all you have to do is make a simple declaration.  

We now have an updated Gift Aid declaration form for you to complete and return. Please contact us on 0161 872 1234 to get a form sent to you. 

By doing this, you can be assured that we can claim vital Gift Aid on any donations you have made in the last four years and any you make in the future.

Our art-makers get down to business

Henshaws in Yorkshire is the official charity of this year’s prestigious Yorkshire International Business Convention (YIBC).

The YIBC attracts the movers and shakers of the Yorkshire business world and has previously pulled in keynote speakers including Bill Clinton, John Cleese, Neil Armstrong and Sir Bob Geldof! 

Mike Firth, the organiser of YIBC, visited the Arts & Crafts Centre last month to see our art-makers work in producing the 1,500 delegate bags for the conference. Mike commissioned the bags through ‘Handmade at Henshaws’, the centre’s new social enterprise.

The bags feature one of ten unique drawings, designed by the art makers. And each bag sold at the conference will generate funds for the Arts & Crafts Centre.

Mike Firth said, “The slogan of the convention is ‘inspiring people, inspiring people’ so the decision to involve Henshaws was a natural one. The determination displayed by the students and art makers is more motivating than any business story I’ve heard.”

Dinner parties with a difference…

Our fundraisers in Yorkshire have just launched a new dinner party scheme that’s going down a treat! As it’s working so well there, we’d like to run it across the rest of our society’s areas. 

The idea is simple. You invite five friends to a dinner party, lunch, breakfast or buffet and each friend pays a suggested £15 charity donation. Each of the five friends then host their event, inviting four friends. In turn, they host an event inviting three friends and then… you get the drift! 

If it goes full circle, each round of parties will raise a staggering £3,000 for Henshaws.

If you host a party, we’ll send you an information pack with menus, invitations and FAQ’s. We’ll also enclose a super eight-minute DVD about Henshaws to watch before or after your meal - so you and your friends can see where your support goes.

Rachel Mann, a keen supporter of Henshaws has just hosted the first tier of the dinner party: “My five friends are now planning theirs. I recommend it to anyone who enjoys entertaining friends - it’s great fun!”

Now you don’t have to be a domestic genius to make this work. All you need is your friends and your favourite dish for a really fun time fundraising! If you’re interested in running your own, get in touch!

Centre’s in tune with renowned folk artists

Our Arts & Crafts Centre in Knaresborough has teamed up with some of the country’s top folk musicians to plug a much-needed gap in the local music scene.

Centre Manager Phill Hopkins said: “Last year we built an excellent reputation for showcasing nationally and internationally acclaimed folk artists. The Arts & Crafts Centre is the only large licensed venue in Knaresborough. It’s a perfect venue for music as it has a lovely relaxed atmosphere - and good grub too!”

Folk Diary

24th April 
Folk Dance with Morris Dancing and live music

29th May
Tom McConville, BBC Folk Musician of the Year

11th June
John Kirkpatrick  

30th Sept
Damien Barber and Mike Wilson

15th Oct
Megson

17th Dec
Jez Lowe’s Winter Almanac Radio Roadshow
For more information, call 01423 541 888, or visit www.henshaws.org.uk 

Help Henshaws… 

There are loads of ways to help Henshaws. Nearly 93 pence of every pound that you give is spent directly on service delivery. 

Give online: www.henshaws.org.uk (a secure payment site)

Become a fan: we’re on Facebook and Twitter! 

Make a standing order: go to our website and fill in the simple form

Leave a legacy: call Tom Clark on 0161 872 1234 

Write a cheque: to Henshaws Society for Blind People, Freepost NWW2893A, M16 1HB 

Volunteer: in the office, out and about, in the centres or on the road!

Fundraise: get involved in our events. Check our website for details

Sponsor: help others who are raising money for Henshaws at www.justgiving.com
Contacts

Manchester Centre (Head Office)

88-92 Talbot Road, Old Trafford, Manchester, M16 0GS

T: 0161 872 12134

E: manchester@henshaws.org.uk 

Merseyside Centre

T: 0151 227 1226

E: Merseyside@henshaws.org.uk 

North East Centre

T: 0191 222 0716

E: newcastle@henshaws.org.uk 

Henshaws College

T: 01423 886 451

E: college@henshaws.org.uk
Yorkshire Community Services

T: 01423 541 558

E: knaresborough@henshaws.org.uk 

Registered charity number: 221888

Henshaws at Home appeal – can you help?


3.5 million older people in the UK live alone. Many are far from their families and over a quarter say they do not have a best friend. Older people often face worsening health, mobility problems and low income too. 


Imagine if you had all this to cope with - and your eyesight is failing too.
With severe sight loss, the day-to-day activities that we take for granted like making a cup of tea or going to the shop become a huge struggle. The long days of loneliness can lead to real despair.


We don’t believe anyone with sight loss should have to face a future like this.

That’s why we’ve started a new service in Trafford and Salford to help combat this isolation. And in time, we plan to start this service in Newcastle and Merseyside. 

Our volunteers and staff visit older people each week to help with tasks like dealing with correspondence, finances, healthy eating and keeping a safe and clean home. They also advise on techniques for making life easier such as using large print writing or tactile markings on bottles.

Our volunteers accompany their older friends on public transport so they can get their shopping, visit friends and pursue their interests.

These home visits are a vital lifeline to those living alone.  

Sadly local authorities struggle to provide this kind of care, meaning many blind and partially sighted older people have never had a visit from social services.

We rely on the kindness of our donors to fund this service. Can you help us continue this lifeline service? 

Absolutely anything you can spare will make a huge difference. If you can lend any support, please see the simple donation form over the page. 

Thank you so much. 

DONATION FORM

I’d like to pay for a home visit to an older blind person 

Here is my gift of: ( £5 
( £10

 ( £25 
( £50  

Other  £_____ 

I enclose a cheque payable to Henshaws Society for Blind People OR debit my: 

(  Visa
( MasterCard    ( Maestro/Switch
    ( CAF  ( Other 

Card no.(((( (((( (((( (((( ((( 

Last three digits on the back of the card signature strip: (((


Start date ((/(( Expiry date ((/((


Issue No. (Switch/Maestro only) (
Signature: ________________________________
Date ((/((/((
I’d like to help every month 

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Standing Order

To The Manager at __________________________________ 

(Bank/Building Society) 
Branch address: _________________________________________________

__________________________________________ Postcode:____________

Please pay Henshaws Society for Blind People £_________ per month commencing on: 

(( (day) (( (month) (( (year) until further notice.

Account No. ((((((((
Branch sort code: ((-((-((
Signature: _______________________________ 
Date ((/((/((
Payable to: Barclays Bank PLC, Manchester M60 2AU (20-55-34) for the credit of Henshaws Society for Blind People. A/C No. 30457469

I’d like to help in the future*

( I would like more information about leaving a gift to Henshaws in my will.

( I would like to receive information about Henshaws via email.

( *I do not wish to receive any further communication from Henshaws.

My email address is: ____________________________________________

Make your donation worth more - at no extra cost to you!

For every £1 you give, we can claim an extra 28p from the Government. It won’t cost you a penny, but it makes a huge difference to us. Just tick the box. 

( I would like Henshaws to reclaim the tax, through Gift Aid, on all donations I have made in the last 4 years prior to this year and on all donations I make in the future. I understand I must pay income tax/capital gains tax at least equal to the tax reclaimed by Henshaws. Please tell us if you stop paying tax.

Please return this completed form to: Appeals Office, Henshaws Society for Blind People, Freepost NWW2893A Manchester M16 1HB. Thank you! 
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