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New ways of seeing for art group

Our Art Galleries & Museums Group are used to visiting works of art – not being part of one!  But when London based artist Eric Fong approached volunteer group leader Mary Gifford about using the group as the focus of his new video installation ‘Seeing Beyond’ – the group jumped at the chance.  

Back in November, Eric met three of the group members - Mai Ling Wong, Christine Gregory and Margaret Wilson – and made a short film documenting their visit to Manchester’s Whitworth Gallery with an audio describer.  Eric explains: “The project explores how visual impairment affects access to art and examines the gap between seeing, hearing and understanding.”  

Mai Ling, Christine and Margaret all have very different visual impairments – which they describe as part of the film.  Christine, who lost her sight completely through retinitis pigmentosa, said: “I like to find out about the artist and their thinking behind the piece. Everyone in our group creates a different picture in their minds.”   

Christine’s guide dog, Shane, also plays a role in the work, with a mini-camera attached to his collar recording his perspective.
Seeing Beyond ran at Manchester’s Chinese Arts Centre from January through to April, and at the APT Gallery in London from 16 July – 2 August.  Christine said, “I enjoy art so much, so it has been an amazing experience to be part of an exhibition like Eric’s.”    

Vision Charity brings smiles to Old Trafford 

There’s been a lot of excitable children at Henshaws Manchester – with a delivery of £10,000 worth of specialist toys purchased for us by Vision Charity.    

North West Children & Families Manager Andrea Miller was delighted by the donation.  “We needed lots of new equipment for the children, but we just didn’t think we could afford it this year.  We were staggered by the generosity of the Vision Charity.” 

At the handover event, representatives from Vision enjoyed meeting children, parents and staff.  Emmerdale actor Danny Miller also attended the event.   Larry Davis, Executive Director of Vision said: “Vision Charity is delighted to continue its relationship with Henshaws whose work we admire so much.  We know that this equipment will be put to good use and that it will make a huge difference to children and their families.”

Wear Bright for Sight ’09

This year Henshaws is making Wear Bright for Sight bigger and better than ever – and our Yorkshire and North East regions kicked us off in style this May.  Henshaws joined forces with a host of businesses and schools, encouraging students and staff to wear their brightest attire – and raise some cash as well! 

Barclays Bank placed collection tins in their branches across Yorkshire, and staff sported Wear Bright for Sight t-shirts and handed out stickers.  Harrogate based Platinum Print held a sponsored chest wax – ouch!  A host of playgroups, nurseries and schools took part in Yorkshire and the North East. 
If you or your school, college or business would like to take part in future Wear Bright for Sight days please contact appeals@henshaws.org.uk
Nasar & Wasim’s night with the stars! 

Henshaws Asian Family Link Project in Manchester is part funded by BBC Children In Need – and we were selected ahead of hundreds of other projects to be filmed for their appeal show on primetime BBC1.  

A BBC film crew came to our Culture & Diversity Day to make a film about Nasar and Wasim – two inspirational youngsters supported by Henshaws.  Here in Outloud! Nasar tells us about the film and their trip to London.

“I’m Nasar and I’m 12 years old.  I’ve been coming to Henshaws since I was born because I have albinism.  Some people don’t realise that I am Asian because I don’t really have the same skin as other people.  I’m also partially sighted.  But I’m just an ordinary kid inside.  

At Henshaws I am able to talk to people about the way I am and the way it affects me.  Henshaws has helped me to understand how I can get over people calling me names.  I go to lots of trips with Henshaws, and go every day during the holidays.  
Wasim and I went with Zahida from Henshaws to watch the Children In Need show in London.  We met lots of famous people.  I saw the Eastenders cast, Terry Wogan and lots of singing groups like Girls Aloud and Take That!”
You can watch the Nasar and Wasim’s film online at www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/ontv - click on Nasar & Wasim’s story.   

Trustees lead the way in marathon effort! 

What a sporty lot you are – a huge thank you to all our runners so far this year.  Fiona Brodie - a member of our Board of Trustees who is visually impaired herself – led by example in the Great Manchester Run, raising over £2000 for Henshaws.  Henshaws had 20 runners in the race – including North West Board Member Louise Hutchinson, Outloud! editor Rachel Skelton and former fundraiser Rowena Finn.

Our Flora London Marathon team raised over £6000 – congratulations to Gemma Maddison, Jo Wicks (Henshaws volunteer), Aida Avdic and brother and sister team Ben and Tamsin Smart.  

Have our runners inspired you to get your trainers on?  The Great North Run is coming up – and we may have a few places left.  Running not your thing?  Try the Great North Swim - a one-mile open water course across Lake Windermere.  Contact Viki on victoria.nixon@henshaws.org.uk or 01423 814 501. 

Janet’s inspirational trek for Mike 

Henshaws supporter Mike Salt, who raised almost £4000 for the charity with his wife Janet and daughter Andrea, sadly passed away this January.   

The family raised the money to walk the Great Wall of China – a long time ambition for the go-getting couple.  They wanted to be the first visually impaired couple to take part in this challenge.  At the time, Janet said: “Usually it’s people without a disability taking part to raise money, but we want to be the ones doing the giving for a change.”  

In Mike’s memory, Janet – who is deaf blind – is determined to do the walk this September.  Accompanying her will be Glynis Howard, Henshaws Rehabilitation Manager, who will guide Janet on the trek – providing she is fit enough to keep up with her!  

Sponsor Janet at www.justgiving.com/janetsaltchinatrek
Henshaws champ goes coast to coast

Henshaws supporter Chris Partington certainly loves a challenge.  Over the last 3 years he has climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, tackled the National Three Peaks and now has cycled 100 miles coast to coast in a day.  In doing so he has raised close to £10,000 for Henshaws Children & Families service.  Henshaws provided support to Chris’s niece Beth who was born with a visual impairment – and Chris has been raising money for us ever since. 

On 16 May Chris, his pal Eric Lunt and their trusty back-up driver Mike Carter completed the crossing from Bowness-on-Solway in Cumbria to Tynemouth in just 10 hours and 45 minutes.  

Chris is a solicitor at Sale law firm Slater Heelis Collier Littler who actively support Henshaws. “I thought I may have bitten off more than I can chew with this one – for starters we were using mountain bikes, which are more challenging than road bikes.  But I know first hand what a fantastic job Henshaws does – and that is why I push myself to do these challenges.”   

Thirty kind hearted volunteers from company KPMG have given their time for free to transform one of our community homes.  In just seven hours, the communal areas and two bedrooms at Yew Tree Lane in Northenden were given the full ‘Changing Rooms’ treatment - while the residents enjoyed a trip to the Trafford Centre.  Elise Hogg from KPMG said: “Yew Tree Lane is a fantastic facility for young people with learning disabilities and sight loss and the team were so excited to help out.” 
High-tech award for Henshaws College! 

Henshaws College has won a prestigious national educational award - recognising its innovative use of different technologies. The use of video and audio recordings help students prepare for work experience placements, live more independently and show their achievements and transition needs from college into the wider world.

At a ceremony at the National Science Museum, the Next Generation Learning Award in the Specialist Independent College category – which came with a £2000 prize - was presented to Henshaws.   

Diana find is a lucky sign 

Staff at Henshaws in Manchester got a right royal surprise - after a long-forgotten Princess Diana autograph almost ended up in a skip!   

Diana visited Henshaws College in Harrogate back in 1989.  The signature, along with photographs of the Princess of Wales meeting staff and students, had lain forgotten in a box for twenty years – and was about to be binned.  
However, eagle-eyed Rehabilitation Officer Gary Cassidy decided to have one last look in the box – and his find has proved very lucky indeed.  The autograph could fetch hundreds of pounds for Henshaws at auction. Gary’s discovery also brought us a lot of press attention – bagging the front page of Trafford Metro News!  

Cristina O’Reilly is Henshaws’ longest serving employee, and remembers Diana’s visit.  “It was a huge thing for Henshaws.  Diana was really warm and lovely – she was kneeling right down beside all the children.  I didn’t speak to her myself – I was too star struck!”  

Going back to our roots

Henshaws has a long and proud history dating back over 170 years to the streets of Oldham in Greater Manchester.  And that’s where we returned – to find out what local blind and visually impaired people really want and need in the way of services. 

Henshaws visited the town to hold a number of drop in sessions for local residents.  Mark Belcher, Henshaws’ Community Services Manager says, “Henshaws owes its roots to an Oldhamer.  With the feedback we received there, we now hope to gain funding to deliver a Mobile IT service.”  

Brian Cheetham came along to one of Henshaws’ sessions. Brian has no peripheral vision and uses a cane. He said, “We’d love to have local access to the kind of services that Henshaws offers. We don’t really have anything like it here, and we would welcome this support.” 

Is it a bird?  Is it a plane?  No, it’s a fundraiser! 

Henshaws’ fundraisers have taken to the skies in recent months – with an extraordinary amount of crazy people skydiving and zip flying all over the place. Twenty three people have completed a skydive for Henshaws this year and a further thirty are zip flying across the River Tyne in June.   

Jamie Thompson from Whitley Bay is a student at Henshaws College who is registered blind and has mild cerebral palsy.  He is very excited to be taking part in the North East zip wire challenge. “My friends and family think it’s amazing.  I’ve done a small zip wire before but not one this big!”  

Henshaws’ Salford Outreach group hosted their Annual Spring Party at the end of March – with over ninety people enjoying an afternoon of entertainment and good company.  The Mayor of Salford opened the event – and praised Henshaws’ work in Salford.  With funding from the City of Salford, Henshaws delivers outreach services throughout the city – including community groups and information and support sessions for people who are newly registered blind or visually impaired.  
Funding round up…

The BIG Lottery Fund is part funding our Manchester Skillstep course for a further three years...  

We received a generous donation to our Merseyside Children & Families service from Radio City’s ‘Cash for Kids’ fund of £875… 

Our work in Merseyside got a boost when property company Bruntwood generously gave £20,000 - partly raised by staff fundraising initiatives … 

Over in Manchester, Cargill have given £1000 to fund a specialist library for the Children and Families Service as well as £2000 to fund our Arts and Crafts group… 

And £1000 is winging its way to us from The Royal Pigeon Racing Association. In these hard times, it’s always nice to be able to feather our nest and make our services a little fancier.    

We’re all feeling the pinch at the moment – so why not make some extra cash by having a stall at one of our upcoming car boot sales?  The sales are to be held at St Michael's Irish Centre on Boundary Lane in Liverpool on Sundays - 7 June, 5 July, 9 August, 6 September & 11 October.  You could have your own pitch, volunteer on the day, donate some items or just come along to bargain hunt.  For more details contact Nikki – nikki.andrews@henshaws.org.uk or 0151 227 1226.  

A huge “thank you!” to members of Nottingham University KARNI for their sterling fundraising efforts this year.  In street collections at Manchester City and Manchester United football clubs, they have raised over £7000.  The secret to their success is, apparently, their crazy fancy dress outfits…
Help Henshaws… 

There are loads of ways to help Henshaws. Nearly 93 pence of every pound that you give is spent directly on service delivery. 
Give online: www.henshaws.org.uk (a secure payment site)

Become a fan: we’re on Facebook and Twitter! 

Make a standing order: go to our website and fill in the simple form

Leave a legacy: call Tom Clark on 0161 872 1234 

Write a cheque: to Henshaws Society for Blind People, Freepost NWW2893A, M16 1HB 

Volunteer: in the office, out and about, in the centres or on the road!

Fundraise: get involved in our events. Check our website for details

Sponsor: help other people who are raising money for Henshaws
See things Graeme’s way… 

After an operation to treat severe epilepsy left Graeme Porter with tunnel vision, he lost his career, his confidence, and almost his family.  But since enrolling on Henshaws’Skillstep course in Newcastle, Graeme hasn’t looked back…

“I knew there was something wrong after the operation.  I hoped it would go away with time.  It didn’t.  The hospital told me I had tunnel vision.

I’ve always been a placid bloke.  But my mood totally changed.  I had to leave a job that I loved, working with older people.  I’m lucky that I have a very supportive wife, Michelle, and three great kids.  But our family life suffered.  

I really didn’t want to go on the Skillstep course.  I felt really unsettled and uncomfortable on the first day.  But after meeting the rest of the group I thought ‘I’m not the only one like this!’

There is a real ‘can-do’ attitude at Henshaws.  I learned more about computers than I thought possible – I’d never even used one before.  I applied for a job online, set up my own email account and wrote a CV for the first time.  Skillstep made me realise that I could still pursue my vocation – I did my work placement with Age Concern.  I’ve started looking for jobs working with older people again.  

Before Skillstep I would never go out socialising.  The group keeps in touch, we meet and phone each other all the time.  It totally changed me.  Ten weeks ago I was at the bottom of the tree.  Now, thanks to Skillstep, I am half way up – and climbing!”  
Henshaws Skillstep course runs in Newcastle, Liverpool and Manchester.  If you are interested in joining a future course, please get in touch!    

Contacts 

Manchester Centre (Head Office)

88-92 Talbot Road, Old Trafford, Manchester, M16 0GS

0161 872 12134

info@henshaws.org.uk 

Merseyside Centre

0151 227 1226

info@henshaws.org.uk 

North East Centre

0191 222 0716

newcastle@henshaws.org.uk 

Henshaws College

01423 886 451

college@henshaws.org.uk
Yorkshire Community Services

01423 541 558

knaresborough@henshaws.org.uk 

Editor: Rachel Skelton

rachel.skelton@henshaws.org.uk 

Registered charity number: 221888
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