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.henshaws specialist college
flexible study programmes for young people with disabilities

This prospectus is available in alternative formats including Braille, large print and audio.  
Please contact us for a copy.

.what our  
  students say

I feel happy at College.
Lauren

I’ve made lots of friends 
and I’m more independent.

Victoria

I like getting involved.
Peter

I enjoy going out to work  
in different environments.

Dennis

” ”

”

”

“ “ 

“ 

“ 



Thank you for considering Henshaws Specialist College. 
We are a national Further Education College that 
specialises in supporting young people and adults with a 
wide range of disabilities and additional support needs. 
We offer individual, flexible learning programmes 
focused on personal and social development, 
independence and employability. 

You can come to College as a day student or live on campus in our 
residential accommodation. We can also offer part-time programmes 
from one to four days a week.
We understand that making the decision about which college to choose 
has many considerations. We welcome our applicants and their families 
or carers to visit our modern, purpose-built campus in its beautiful rural 
location at the edge of the spa town of Harrogate in North Yorkshire. 
We aim to support a smooth transition from the schools, academies and 
colleges that are supporting our applicants in preparing for their next 
place of study. We will work closely with them to gather information 
about our applicants’ education, health and care needs before they 
come to us for an assessment. 
Every one of our students will follow a tailored programme that 
supports their personal goals and educational aims. This will include 
academic achievement, vocational training and personal development 
provision to help prepare our students for life beyond College.
Our well-resourced College combines study programmes with our 
excellent Disability Support Service, including assistive technologies and 
a range of therapeutic and specialist options to support our students 
throughout their studies.  
In this prospectus we have tried to capture what makes Henshaws a 
great place to be, but we invite you to come and see for yourselves.  
To book a visit or find out more, please contact us. 
I look forward to meeting you soon.
Angela North,
Principal

.welcome to henshaws specialist college
Our education, care 
and therapy teams 
specialise in working 
with students with:
.sensory impairments 
(specialising in visual 
impairment)
.autistic spectrum 
conditions 
.physical disabilities
.moderate to severe 
learning difficulties
.healthcare needs  
(such as epilepsy)

. life after college
Our graduates progress to further education and training, supported employment, independent 
and supported living, volunteering or daytime activities after leaving College. We’d love to work 
with you to help you achieve your goals.

.visit us
We’re always happy to welcome families and professionals to explore our beautiful campus and meet 
our friendly staff and students. Please book onto one of our regular Open Days (see page 45),  
or contact us to arrange a visit at a time that suits you. 

Call 01423 886451 or email admissions@henshaws.ac.uk
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.who can we support?



Tom, one of last year’s ambassadors, shares his advice 
on making the most of your College experience.

.student council

Henshaws student ambassadors lead our student council which represents 
the voices of all our students and helps make decisions. It’s their job to make 
sure that your views are heard. 

In 2013/14 our ambassadors helped make changes at College including:.increased evening access to the gym and swimming pool.extended wifi access times in the houses on Friday and Saturday nights.less structured lunchtime activities as students said they preferred to spend 
lunchtimes socialising with friends.more work experience both on and off campus

Before I came to College, I was nervous about moving away from home 
and from parents. I was worried about being my normal self and I was 
quite shy to start with. It took me a while but since then I’ve come out of 
my shell and I’m having the best time of my life. Remember it’s normal to 
feel nervous but you need to take your chances while you’ve got them.
Whatever you’re passionate about, College will help you learn skills so 
you can achieve your goals. You can make your own choices so 
you can follow what you’re interested in. Henshaws is a great 
college for people who really want to challenge themselves 
and plan for their future life. ”
“ 

.tom, student ambassador.ambassadors
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.english, maths and practical skills
You will have core targets in English and maths, which are embedded in all sessions across the 
curriculum. You will also receive specific sessions which focus on developing maths and English 
skills from stepping stone level to Level 1. These sessions include practical activities with units 
around real life scenarios and work environments. Where appropriate, learners follow units from 
the core curriculum to meet national standards. 

We are committed to offering you an individually tailored curriculum that 
focuses on your personal goals and what you’d like to do after College.  
We offer study programmes from Pre-entry to Entry Level 1 and above,  
along with developmental progression plans.
Our study programmes will develop your independence, employability, 
personal and social skills. Every study programme is different. Your 
programme will be designed around your needs to prepare you for the next 
step after College.
We will take every opportunity to support you to develop your skills through 
vocational learning using our facilities on campus and neighbouring Henshaws 
Arts & Crafts Centre in Knaresborough. This could include work experience in 
retail, hospitality or administration. 
Specialist disability support services including therapies and assistive 
technologies, subject to funding, can be included as part of a wider package  
to maximise the progress you can achieve.

.learning

We use the nationally recognised RARPA (Recognising and Recording Progress and Achievement) 
framework to record your goals, measure your progress and celebrate your achievements.

We offer formally accredited qualifications to support you in your progression to further 
education, training or work. This includes a wide range of ASDAN awards, certificates and diplomas 
in personal progression, personal social development, employability, English and maths. We offer 
City and Guilds qualifications, for example in Food Hygiene and Assistive and Augmentative 
Communication.

We are also exploring a personalised Supported Internship programme which aims to provide 
valuable work experience and support a transition to work.

.qualifications
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– ASDAN Regional Manager: North (September 2014)

…Units were completed to a very high standard.  
Precise and explicit evidence was presented  
for all assessment criteria…It has been a real  
pleasure to moderate this submission. 

.karen hudspith

”“ 



.assessment
Based on your Education, Health and Care Plan or equivalent, you will normally visit us for a pre-entry 
multi-disciplinary team assessment of your abilities and aspirations to ensure we can meet your needs.
In your first half term at College, we’ll help you prepare for learning by carrying out a six-week baseline 
assessment. We’ll work closely with you to find the best way to support you and help you to succeed.

.tutorials
You will have your own personal tutor who will make every effort to ensure you’re happy here and 
that you’re making progress towards your goals. You can chat to your tutor if there’s anything you’re 
worried about. One to one and group tutorials will support your personal development and address 
your behavioural needs. Working closely with our transitions team, your tutor will help you plan for 
your future and support you to access independent careers advice where appropriate.

.progression
We hold regular multi-disciplinary team meetings to look at your individual programme of education 
and support services to ensure we’re meeting your individual needs. You will also have at least 
one person-centred Annual Review to assess your achievements and make plans for your future. 
We’ll invite professionals who support you to attend so that together we can help you to make a 
successful transition out of College.

7 henshaws.ac.uk          8

.learning



. independence
Our independence programme will support 
you to develop your confidence and skills 
at doing things on your own, reducing your 
long term support needs in the future.

Plan, shop for and cook your own 
meals (including supermarket 

and online shopping)

Clean and care for  
your home

Travel independently  
indoors and outdoors

Manage your money
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– Independence Programme Leader
The skills we teach as part of the independence curriculum are 
transferable into students’ daily lives. We work on developing everyday 
skills such as cooking, shopping and cleaning. Our aim is to really push 
and challenge our students to enable them to reach their full potential. 

.study programmes

”“ 
.nicola davis



Rachael is 23 years old and from Ilkley. She graduated in 
July 2014 and now lives at home while looking at future 
options to move into supported living. She has a full 
programme of activities throughout the week including 
supported employment at a local riding stables and 
voluntary work at a charity shop.

Tracey, Rachael’s mum said:

Rachael regularly uses her Menu File which she 
produced in College to make herself lunches 
and evening meals and likes to be independent. 
She enjoyed learning new Makaton signs at 
Henshaws and has been able to use this to 
communicate with a young lady at our local 
gym. Rachael’s main plan for the future is to 
move out of the family home and into her  
own place, and she wants to continue working.

2014
graduate
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Tracey, Rachael’s mum

Rachael likes to  
be independent.

.rachael’s story

”“ 

”
“ 



Explore within the safe environment 
of our multisensory room

You will develop your personal and 
social skills so you can learn how to 
communicate better with other people 
and become a more active and happy 
participant in society.

Develop your own personal interests 
including drama, art and sport

Try yoga or massage in a 
holistic therapy session

Learn about making 
and keeping friends

– Personal & Social Development Programme Leader
Our personal and social development programme supports students to develop their 
social skills and self-awareness through creative activities which motivate them to 
succeed. For their first six weeks students can try different activities and  
they then choose the ones which interest them most. These range from  
art sessions, dance and drama to media, horticulture and holistic therapies. 
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.personal and social development

”“ 
.naomi mccallum

Victoria playing Sandy in our 
performance of Grease
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Tessa is 21 years old and about to start her third year 
at College. Tessa’s learning programme focuses on 
personal and social development and independence.

Kate, Tessa’s mum said:
Tessa has autism which affects her 
behaviour and means her verbal 
communication is limited.  A benign 
tumour in her brain causes a visual 
impairment. We live in Leeds so Tessa 
travels in each day by bus.
Since starting at College, I have seen a 
huge improvement in Tessa’s ability to be 
more independent. She has been making 
her own snacks, choosing her own clothes 
and helping around the house. 
I am convinced that a key part of this 
success is because we have worked 
closely with staff to ensure that  
all the great progress which she  
achieves in College is not lost  
when she is at home.

.tessa’s story

”

“ 

Read more of Kate’s top tips for supporting your 
child to maintain skills for independent living in 
our new e-book ‘Step by step guides to living 
with disabilities’. 

henshaws.org.uk

.free online resources .step by step guides to living with disabilities

Inspiring, practical 
step by step guidance 
from people living 
with disabilities

.title



Learn skills for work at an off campus 
work placement including shop and 

office work, horticulture training, local 
café work, radio shows and car valeting

Our employability programme will help 
you develop your employability skills and 
support you to access the work place.  
You will gain vocational experience in areas 
including retail, hospitality, horticulture, 
media and art.

Serve customers at our sandwich, 
coffee and newspaper delivery 

service and pop up shop on campus

Process real orders for leaflets, 
posters, canvases and photos in our 

professional print centre

Make a range of products to 
sell including personalised 

mugs and canvas bags

– Employability Programme Leader
Our employability curriculum prepares students for real life situations. We build their 
confidence to enable them to be part of the local community when they leave.  
We take a very flexible approach to build on their individual strengths and ensure  
the entire curriculum is student-focused. Throughout all of our sessions,  
we focus on increasing their independence and encouraging students to  
take ownership of their own learning.
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.employability

”“ 
.kelly sturdy



Through our Young Enterprise scheme, you can learn about business and the world of work.  
Our Young Enterprise group this year created their own company, ‘Mugzy’, which specialises in 
printing personalised mugs in our professional print centre. Students apply and are interviewed 
for a range of roles in the business, including design, production and sales. We have sold over 
500 mugs in the last year.

Our students have been working with Fodder, the Yorkshire Agricultural Society’s shop and café, 
which sells locally-sourced produce and arts and crafts from across the region. After visiting Fodder 
to carry out market research, we designed and created a range of canvas bags printed with farm 
animals. Thanks to several repeat manufacturing orders, this year we have designed and delivered 100 
bags for Fodder to stock. Being able to work with local businesses in the way that we are with Fodder 
is key to ensuring our students have the right set of skills to help them make the transition to work.

Preparing the 
stencils ready to 

print our farm 
animal designs 
onto the bags

Discussing business ideas at a 
board meeting

Using sponges 
and paint  
to create  
our design

Henshaws Employability - follow us and celebrate our successes as we improve our work skills.

Securing the design for the 
mug prior to manufacturing
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.the fodder bags contract .young enterprise

”
“ 
.clare robinson

Work Experience Co-ordinator
We’ve had some fantastic feedback from trade events, praising our up-to-date 
products, excellent sales team and product knowledge. We also picked up the  
Best Trade Stand award and Best Company Overall runner up award at the  
Yorkshire and Humber regional finals in 2015. 
In July we gave back dividends to all shareholders who invested money when 
we started our company. Each shareholder doubled their money, 
making 100% profit. It’s been a great year for Mugzy – they really have 
worked so hard and to see the difference in their confidence since 
September is brilliant.



Nathan is 21 years old and from Sheffield. He graduated from 
College in 2013 and has now set up a café and craft shop with  
his family.

Tracy, Nathan’s mum said:
Our son Nathan has learning difficulties and has problems with both his 
sight and his hearing. He’s also been diagnosed with epilepsy. Nathan 
attended Henshaws College for three years and we believe it was here 
that he found the confidence and skills which have now led to him 
opening his own café.
I’ll be honest, at first I wasn’t sure that going to Henshaws was the right 
thing for Nathan. Because it was such a long way from home, he couldn’t 
go there and back in a day. It meant that he had to board and that was 
a big wrench for me. However, any initial doubts I had quickly faded. 
Honestly, it was the best thing we could ever have done.
The College’s way of teaching is so different from anywhere else.  
He went there a boy and came out a man. The staff gave him self-belief, 
which he just didn’t have before and I think his experience there also 
gave us confidence in his abilities. We’d always felt that Nathan had so 
much to offer, but sometimes when you are trying to access support it 
can feel like you’re hitting your head against a brick wall.
Everything they do at Henshaws is geared around the real world.  
So students learn about maths, but it’s in terms of writing a shopping list 
and working out how much money you need to go to the shops, things 
that will really benefit them in the future.
Last September, we opened Nathan’s tearoom in Sheffield, a café which 
will be run by Nathan, who will also sell his handmade crafts and cards 
there. Of course I worry about what will happen to Nathan in the  
long term, but not as much as I did before he went to Henshaws.

Visit Nathan’s website to find out more nathanstearoom.com
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Everything they do is geared 
around the real world.
Tracy, Nathan’s mum

”
”

“ 

“ 

.nathan’s story



Our facilities are  
designed to offer you 
a safe and accessible 
environment where you 
can develop transferable 
skills for independence  
and employability. 

.work centre
Our work centre is a large spacious teaching area where many of our enterprise and employability activities 
take place. It houses our commercial print services, where students process real orders for homes and 
businesses. This is just one of the enterprise activities available on campus which give students the chance 
to try out real work and gain employability skills before moving on to external work placements. 

23 henshaws.ac.uk          24

.media and IT centre
Our state-of-the-art Media and IT Centre was purpose-built with you in mind. It provides a flexible working 
environment and is home to our IT suite, work centre, commercial print service and recording studios.

.IT suite
Inside our accessible IT suite, you’ll find all the resources and support that you need to access technology 
in the way which suits you best. You can set the rise and fall desks and touch screen monitors to the 
height and distance which is most comfortable for you. These facilities are available for you to use in 
your own time during the evenings and at weekends. Our Assistive Technology team will work with you 
and people close to you to identify and respond to your individual needs. We will also set up your own 
personal devices such as tablets on the College Wifi network.

.recording studios
In our two soundproofed recording studios, you can learn how to record audio, produce podcasts and 
edit music. Our high quality recording equipment is designed to be fully accessible, with rise and fall 
desks and a modified mixing desk. The studios provide an exciting and fun environment to support your 
independence through social communication including turn taking, directing others and group work. 

.our campus .print services
Our range of high quality products 
includes leaflets, posters, canvases, photo 
prints and personalised mugs. Students 
are involved throughout the process, 
from taking orders to delivering them 
to customers. To place an order or for a 
personalised quote please email  
print@henshaws.org.uk or call  
01423 814524



Our fantastic and modern  
sports facilities include:

• 12.5m swimming pool

• hydrotherapy pool

• multigym 

• sports hall

• steam and sauna rooms. 

Our modern Sports and Fitness Centre offers a safe and accessible environment 
where we will support you to achieve your own exercise goals whilst having fun. 
We’ll work with you to develop your own targets, whether it is for weight loss, 
building up your strength, or increasing your range of movement. 

.making exercise accessible for you
We will help you to access our sports and fitness sessions. Our gantry hoist systems support students 
with complex physical disabilities to stand and walk, allowing them to access a wide range of equipment. 
Our swimming pool and hydrotherapy pool are accessible through a combination of ramp access and 
overhead hoists. We also have two assisted changing rooms. 

.three ways you can get involved
• get fit with your friends at our regular evening gym club sessions
• take part in boccia, kurling, skittles and trampolining in our sports hall
• represent your team in our competitions for swimming and exercise.

.world fitness journey
We’re turning all our students’ hard work and effort in the gym into a visual representation of their 
journey on our world map. We’ve found that converting the kilometres run, walked, cycled or rowed in 
the gym into routes on the map helps to motivate and reward their efforts. The journey is also used to 
engage our students in discussion about the places they visit as they work their way around the world.
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Hiring our facilities
Community groups, family support workers 
and families should contact us about hiring our 
facilities and resources. We have great facilities at 
the College and also our Arts & Crafts Centre. 

Please call 01423 814514 for more information.

.sports, health and fitness



Our new autism educational centre is a dedicated low-arousal setting which 
provides a structured educational pathway for young people who may be 
diagnosed with autism, or have similar characteristics along with wider 
additional needs. 
The Starting Point team place each student at the centre of their individual 
study programme and build a structure and a routine around them. Pace, activity 
and content is dictated by our learners’ interests, passions and plans for the 
future, as well as their existing and emerging needs. Our ambition is always to 
support learners to engage with the wider College community at their own pace, 
managing potential stress factors in a careful and controlled way.
There are six teaching spaces in The Starting Point: two classrooms, a training 
kitchen, a sensory room, a quiet room and a sensory garden that is accessible 
all year round.  Students have the space and resources to develop skills that 
promote their independence along with their personal and social awareness.  
The Starting Point has six residential places that give our learners the 
opportunity to practise activities of daily living in the same low arousal, 
structured environment as the rest of their education.
 We look for creative and opportunity led methods of delivery that motivate 
and challenge each individual, whilst holding very high expectations of their 
achievement and success. We aim to develop transferable and sustainable life 
skills that will support each learner to become more independent as they move 
into life as an adult with a fulfilling and positive future.

. jamie’s story
Jamie started at Henshaws College in September 2014. His programme is based in a low 
arousal learning environment on campus, working with a small team of experienced staff.  
The first few weeks were devoted to building positive relationships between Jamie and 
Henshaws staff, working closely with his family to ensure we understood his needs and  
wishes correctly, especially on days when he displayed behaviour that challenged us.
Jamie’s College day is divided into four different activities – Work, Lunch, Cleaning and 
Exercise. He uses a “Now and Next” timetable to help him understand and anticipate 
what is expected of him. He took time to get used to his new environment and routine, 
and was supported to settle in ways that he was comfortable with. For example, Jamie is a 
sensory seeker so we gave him time and space to move, pace, jump and rock. He has lots of 
opportunities to use the College’s swimming pool as he enjoys feeling the pressure and  
weight of the water.

One of our main aims for Jamie is to increase his levels of independence in everyday activities 
and we use many different methods to help him achieve this. These include breaking down 
tasks into small steps and teaching these steps in ways that support him to understand the 
end result, natural environment teaching, help scripts and intensive interaction. Jamie’s day 
comprises of lots of short activities that create opportunities for progress and success.

Since starting College, Jamie has built positive working relationships with people who were 
initially unfamiliar to him. He is participating in lots of daily living activities and is more 
confident using Makaton signs to communicate. His transition from College is always taken 
into consideration when developing his individual programme. 

We are working hard to ensure that he feels confident and comfortable going about his 
daily life with people outside of his family unit. Jamie has made a really positive start to his 
programme at Henshaws College and I feel very privileged to work with him.

Aimee Jackson – Autism Centre Programme Leader
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.the starting point – 
  our educational centre for autism

”

“ 
The Starting Point 
quiet room



There are plenty of things to do at College. We’ll encourage you to challenge yourself by 
trying different activities and having new experiences every step of the way.
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You help us to design the college experience that you want. This includes social,  
creative and leisure activities during the day, evenings and weekends.
• improve your fitness in our fantastic accessible multigym, swimming pool and sports hall
• challenge yourself by taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
• learn new moves at our music and dance classes
• join our College choir or take to the stage at our karaoke sessions
• try out the latest technology in our state-of-the-art IT facilities
• explore our local towns and beautiful North Yorkshire countryside
• build your confidence in speaking out for yourself at our Time to Talk advice group
• get involved in a range of social events including Henshaws Got Talent and our fabulous 

Summer Ball.

.leisure

.design the experience you want



We have a caring and experienced team of staff who will support you to settle into 
College life and get the most out of your time here at Henshaws. Our education, care 
and therapy teams will work closely with you and your family to provide the support 
that you need, when you need it.

– Senior Care Officer
My role involves ensuring every student’s individual care needs are met 
with respect. I’m mainly based in one of our residential houses but  
I also support students in their learning sessions throughout the week.  
I have regular contact with parents and carers to maintain the important 
relationships between home and College.
We believe the College experience is about much more than classroom-
based learning. We empower students to develop as many practical skills 
as possible to help them live more independently. Most importantly, 
students develop friendships and relationships and also learn how to 
support each other.
Within our welcoming residential houses we encourage students to make 
their rooms their own. We want everyone to feel at home here. There are 
a range of activities for students to access throughout the week  
and at weekends, from zumba to karaoke. We also hold weekly  
house meetings where students make plans for the following  
week. Our main aim is for students to have fun whilst they learn.

We understand how difficult it can be to adapt to new surroundings so our care 
staff support you to make this transition as easy as possible. Our highly qualified 
team are experienced in supporting young people with a wide range of personal 
care needs.
We have a care team of over 60 staff including senior care officers and enablers. 
Each residential or day student group has a dedicated team of care staff who will 
work with you across all settings to ensure that your learning and personal care 
needs are met.
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– Consultant, National Centre for Diversity (November 2014)

It is so rare these days to see a team of staff who are so committed and 
positive about their jobs. I particularly liked the clear aspirational goals 
agreed between students and staff and how everyone was working to 
achieve these. The encouragement, patience, resilience, attention to  
detail, and commitment to help the students achieve was outstanding. 
Students are in extremely capable and committed hands.

.care & therapy support

” ”
“ 

“ 

.care

.maureen clarkson

.john ryan



Our Disability Support Service is an in-house team of therapists, assistive technologists and visual 
impairment specialists, experienced in working with young people with a range of disabilities. 
Following a multi-disciplinary team assessment, we will develop an individual programme to help 
you access the curriculum. 
Our team will support you to grow in confidence and independence to get the most out of your 
time at College. Our skilled therapists provide advice and training to all staff to make sure you are 
supported in a consistent way.

.physiotherapy and hydrotherapy
Our flexible physiotherapy and hydrotherapy  
programmes will help you to improve your 
flexibility, stamina, co-ordination, body 
awareness and health & well-being. Through our 
therapeutic trampolining programme, you will 
improve your core strength and balance.

physiotherapist
I help students to understand what is possible and 
support them to develop a more positive body image. 
For example, I’ll reassure them ‘your legs can do 
this, we can improve your balance so you can use the 
trampoline, or work on your strength so you can walk 
more safely.’ It’s about re-opening doors that our 
students originally thought were closed to them.

.occupational therapy
Our occupational therapy team will help you to learn new skills for everyday living 
through adapting your environment, providing specialist equipment and task 
modification. We will work with you to find solutions to maximise your independence 
and improve your quality of life.

.visual impairment support
Our specialist rehabilitation officers can support you to make the most of your vision, 
learn key communication skills such as Braille and Moon, and develop specialist mobility 
skills to become a safer and more confident traveller. We will help you to learn real, 
practical and transferable skills which you can take with you when you leave College.

Enable

Empower

Equip
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.therapies

. lee dart



.speech and language therapy
Effective communication is fundamental to the successful completion of all our individual study 
programmes. We will support you to learn how to communicate your individual needs, which will build 
your confidence and help you to make effective independent choices. Working closely with our assistive 
technology team, our speech and language therapy team can also teach you how to use a specialist 
communication aid or learn a new communication system such as Makaton.

.assistive technology
Henshaws College is a sector-leading Centre for IT, recognised by Ofsted and Natspec (the Association 
of National Specialist Colleges) for our outstanding work with assistive technologies. You will have your 
own assessment to find out the most appropriate method for you to access technology. We’ll then 
support you to learn those skills to use within College sessions and to transfer them beyond into  
adult life.

Kate, Alice’s mum
Alice made wonderful progress in the use of her 
communication aid through the expertise and patience 
of the staff at Henshaws. She has come on 
leaps and bounds and we look forward to  
her continuing to develop her skills.
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”“ 
.alice’s story
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Our sector-leading  
assistive technology team 
are actively developing 
innovative resources to 
support you to become 
more independent  
through technology. 

.ACCESS: technology (accesstechnology.org.uk)
We have created a collection of free resources which allows learners with disabilities and additional 
support needs independent, safe use of mainstream technologies. This suite of web applications includes 
an image and video search, independent feedback tool, text-to-speech player and access to personal 
email accounts. This free software is being used by specialist schools and colleges across the world and 
you can also access it at home. 

- Assistive Technology Co-ordinator
Our students are now using the ACCESS: 
Technology resources to give them 
greater choice and control over their 
leisure time. This is a very exciting 
project to be leading, as this website is 
supporting people with disabilities  
all over the world to access  
technology independently.

.technology & innovation

”
“ 
.mike thrussell
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Living at College as a residential student provides more opportunities to develop 
your independent living and social skills. You’ll build up confidence in doing things for 
yourself, like cooking meals, doing laundry, personal care and communicating with other 
people. You can access a range of evening and weekend activities including visits to local 
attractions, shopping and restaurants. We will support you to fulfil your potential to live 
a more independent life when you leave.

- Krissy’s parents
Henshaws College focused on social, independence and work skills 
developing real improvements in her confidence. The detailed transition 
planning, from college to supported living, ensured a happy move from 
home to parental independence.

2014
graduate

Krissy is 23 and from Leeds. 
She graduated from College 
in 2014 and has recently 
moved into supported living 
in her home area.

.living at college .krissy’s story

”“ 
.diane and david
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.your room
Our residential houses are small and friendly with their own dedicated staff teams 
available 24 hours a day. Up to 20 students live in each house, with bedrooms and 
facilities spread over two floors. You’ll have your own ensuite or shared bathroom. All of 
our accommodation is accessible, with many rooms featuring tracking hoists for students 
who are essential wheelchair users. You can access our wifi network in your room and 
across the whole campus. We also offer self-contained flats if you would like to work 
towards living in shared accommodation after College.

Victoria, student
I feel at home now. ”“ 

.victoria’s room



We support all of our students to work towards future options which are appropriate to 
their individual needs. These may include:
• supported living
• daytime activities
• further education and training
• volunteering
• supported employment in social and commercial enterprises
• self-employment.
From your very first day at College, we’ll work with you, your family and the professionals 
who support you to put together a plan to help you achieve your lifelong goals.

in  
2013-14…

97%  
of students achieved 

the independence and 
personal development 

targets from their 
individual learning  

plans

47%  
of graduates 

progressed to 
further education  

or work based 
training

43%  
of graduates moved 

on to individual 
packages of support, 

day placements or 
volunteering

100%  
of students following  

external awards  
achieved their  
qualifications

&

97%  
of our students said 
they enjoy being at 

College
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.our graduates

.supporting future options



.how to apply .meet our transitions team
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3 .apply
We welcome early applications, sometimes 12-18 months prior to  
starting at Henshaws College, but also at any point during the year.  
Our transitions team can offer support and guidance to help you complete the 
application pack. You are welcome to come and visit College as many times as  
you like throughout this process. 
We will request supporting information including an Education, Health and 
Care plan from your school and carry out an assessment to determine whether 
Henshaws College is the best place for you. We will keep you informed throughout 
the process to let you know the outcomes of decisions which affect you.

1 .make an enquiry
Our friendly transitions team are here to answer any questions you  
have about applying to Henshaws. We can also offer guidance on funding, 
assessment and Education, Health and Care Plans. Please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch.

         01423 886451

          admissions@henshaws.ac.uk

2 .book a visit
We recommend visiting us as it gives you the chance to look around,  
ask questions and see whether Henshaws is right for you. You can either  
book onto one of our Family Open Days, or contact us to arrange an  
individual visit at a time that suits you. 

         henshaws.ac.uk  Click ‘Visit and apply’ for our latest events  
         or contact us via phone or email using the details above.

We are here to give you all the support you need as you go 
through the application process.

Henry Inman,  
Transitions Manager

Gareth Round,  
Contracts and 
Commissioning Officer

.tailored for you
Where appropriate, individual and bespoke arrangements are available 
to support application and assessment, including within an applicant’s 
current educational setting. Please contact our transitions team who 
will be happy to discuss your needs.



As a college our educational packages are normally supported through 
government funding. 
Most of our students aged 16-25 years can access the necessary funding to 
support their studies and wider support services. For many students this can  
also include residential accommodation on site or transport to and from 
Henshaws College. 

Education, Health and Care Plans
Where appropriate, all school leavers will now normally have an Education, 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) which replaces the previous Section 139a Report. 
This should be completed in partnership with the applicant, their parent or 
carer, the school and associated professionals.
The EHCP will support families and carers in agreeing which college is the 
preferred progression route. Although you may be encouraged to choose 
a local provider, you may wish to name a specialist college place such as 
Henshaws, which provides a specialist environment, facilities, resources and an 
educational package with wider support services. 
Using the EHCP, our dedicated team will undertake an assessment of applicant 
needs, propose a package that we consider will support the educational 
objectives and wider health and care needs and advise the local authority of our 
recommendations. Any placement at Henshaws College depends on your Local 
Authority agreeing to meet these programme costs. The allocation of funds will 
normally be determined by your home local authority. 

Further support for parents
Parents and carers can now apply to become individual budget holders.  
Further guidance on this is available via the Independent Parental Special 
Education Advice website at ipsea.org.uk 
We can support our students to access the national bursary fund. This limited 
fund can help to cover the costs of transport, learning materials, specialist 
equipment and resources related to their study programme at Henshaws. 
Please contact us for more information. 
Advice and guidance for school leavers and those up to the age of 25 is 
available via your local Connexions or similar service, or by contacting our 
transitions team on 01423 886451 or admissions@henshaws.ac.uk
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.fees and funding

Henshaws College, Bogs Lane, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG1 4ED
       01423 886 451                
       admissions@henshaws.ac.uk
       henshaws.ac.uk
       Henshaws
       @Henshaws

        by car
We are located between Harrogate and Knaresborough, just off the A59. 
Turn onto Bogs Lane and follow the road for about 500 metres. You’ll 
find us on your right – please follow signs for Visitor Parking.

        by public transport
Our nearest train station is Starbeck and there are regular services from 
Leeds and York. Local buses also stop at Starbeck High Street. We are a 
20 minute walk up the High Street from the station. 
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.how to find us


