
We know it can be a little daunting to start the journey towards 
anything new. Our team are here to support you through the 
whole application process and beyond, to help you find the right 
path for your future.

. starting your  
Henshaws journey 

Come and say hello
You can find information about the College on our  
website, but the best way to really get to know us 
is to visit. We host several open days throughout 
the year, welcoming prospective students and their 
families to look around our facilities and meet some 
of our team. As we go round we will talk to you about 
your future plans and find out more about you. 

Making an application
If you think Henshaws is the right place for you then you can make an 
application. We welcome applications at any time, but we recommend 
applying with plenty of time before your preferred start date to allow 
enough time for your local authority to make a funding decision.

You will need to complete an application form, and enclose a copy of your 
latest Education, Health and Care Plan. Our transitions team will offer 
guidance and support to help you complete this paperwork and will request 
additional information from your school if required.
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You can also view our virtual tour to help you  

become more familiar with College , simply visit: 

henshaws.org.uk/college-virtual-tour



find out more
Our Transitions team are here to answer any questions you have about applying to  
Henshaws and to help you complete the application form. We can also offer guidance  
on funding, assessment and Education, Health and Care Plans. 

Call: 01423 886 451 Email: transitions@henshaws.org.uk
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Our assessment
We will review all the information that you’ve sent as part  
of your pre-assessment. If we believe we can meet your requirements, we will 
invite you to College for an assessment day. It’s a really important step in 
the process as it helps us to determine the care, clinical support, therapy and 
study programmes that are going to be best for you.

On assessment you will attend College and an individualised timetable will 
be devised based on the information gathered from your application and 
the pre-assessment. Parents are often advised to come along as well. A 
member of each of our team will spend time with you, and carry out a series of 
assessments relevant to their specialist discipline. If you apply for a residential 
place, your assessment may also include an overnight stay. 

Your offer  
Following our assessment, a decision will be made about how we can meet 
your needs, and if possible an offer will be issued to yourself and your local 
authority. We will keep you informed throughout the process to let you know 
the outcomes of decisions which affect you.
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Tracking your progress
We will review your progress throughout your time at College through team meetings, formal 

reviews and tutorials. This will include a six week baseline assessment where we ensure that your 

programme is right for you and that you have all the support you need. We will make a plan to 

enable you to reduce your reliance on support and become more independent over time.



Transition support and continued learning  
for young people at Henshaws.

Designed to support transition and change after College, the Next  
Steps Programme at Henshaws, offers a bespoke course that encourages 
ongoing learning, personal development and independence. 

We know that transition and change can be a worrying and unsettling time. 
Next Steps provides a safe environment that enables you to make clear 
transitions into your future placements with the support and guidance you 
need. Each journey is individual to you, dependent on your aspirations and 
outcomes. The Next Steps Programme supports the transition of skills learnt 
at College, continued learning within the community and access to future 
placements  in a fun, personalised and independent way.

three levels to success
Everyone on the Next Steps Programme follows three levels to success.  
This allows us to support every individual in a personalised way; ensuring 
growth, development and challenging experiences.

. the next steps programme 

level  
one

• Cement current learning within the community
• Discover personal skills and interests
• Discuss personal aspirations and future plans
• Re-visit past skills and knowledge 

level  
two

• Introduce and explore planned transition locations
• Clear transition of staff
• Transition of skills and knowledge between current  

and future staff that may support you after College

level  
three

• Learners spend more time at  future placements
• Skills transitions are completed
• Transition is successful!



find out more
Whatever is next for you, we are here to help.  
To find out more about the programme, contact the College to speak with one of our team.  

Call: 01423 886 451 Email: college.info@henshaws.org.uk

/henshawscollege @henshawscollege @henshawscollege

• Community Inclusion:  
Accessing the space around me.

• Enterprise:  
Discovering my own skills.

• Reflection:  
Exploring change and feelings.

• Gardening:  
Developing skills outside. 

• Health and Fitness:  
Keeping fit in the community.

• Art:  
Exploration through art and design.

• Volunteering:  
Sharing time with others.

• Health and Safety:  
Safety in the future.

what can I discover?
The Next Steps Programme supports independent learning 
and exploration, which is why we offer a range of sessions to 
be involved in, based on your aspirations and interests.  

. the next steps programme 

our current sessions include:




