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...news from Henshaws Specialist College

A massive well done to all our staff and 
students who took part in the Henshaws 
Hundreds Challenge. We had hundreds 
of miles, star jumps, Makaton signs and 
squats as well as potatoes dug up, books 
read and cans crushed. What a busy week! 
Along with all the other fundraisers, over 
£12,000 was raised for Henshaws. This 
money will help us to continue to support 
our service users. Amazing, thank you! 
To continue to support us, why not sign up 
to the Henshaws Lottery? Take a look at 
henshaws.org.uk/lottery
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We have created a vibrant and active ‘bubbled’ new normal in college since 
the start of the pandemic. COVID has influenced our delivery and it has 
limited some of the historical activities we have delivered but I am so proud 
of how our staff and students have adapted to the situation. None of the 
buzz has left the college and our students have had the opportunity to learn 
in different environments and do different activities but with all the focus, 
enthusiasm and laughter we have always had. Well done everyone, not even 
an internal pandemic can dampen our spirits and determination to do the 
very best for our students.

We Love our College !  
In October, we celebrated Love Our Colleges Week. 
As colleges from around the country celebrated all 
the brilliant things they’re doing every day to build 
communities, boost businesses and support individuals, 
we came together with  
colleges across York, North  
Yorkshire and East Riding  
to reaffirm our commitment  
to further education. 

This fantastic photo shows  
the Principals from all the  
colleges getting involved.

Jordan is one of our new starters who joined College in 
September. Before he started, he told our staff that he 
already knew two of our current students, Nathan and Holly.  
Although the three of them are not together throughout  
the day, staff arranged for Jordan  
to see his friends again outside  
the Media Centre and have a  
bit of a catch up. They even  
captured that moment with  
this terrific photo of all three  
of them!

Friends reunited



Independence  

students have  

been exploring new  

ways to get active  

– it’s been a lot  

of fun!
Sensory  

students Cameron  
and Lily have been  

enjoying the  
chance to learn  

outside

It’s been  
busy at the  

Potting Shed and  
Forest School

Updates from our bubbles  
We’re so proud of how well our students have adapted to their new bubble  

environments, and it’s been so lovely to see all their smiling faces again!

Autism  

Education students  

Joe and Hazel have 

been trying a new  

volunteering  

course

Personal and  Social Development students have been  using the sports hall  for lots more than  just sports

Employability  students  have  been looking at  work skills, skills for  life and Careers  Information
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MATHS AND ENGLISH SUCCESS   
Despite the fact that the pandemic meant that our students were not able to 
sit their usual maths and English exams this year, they achieved a great level of 
success through the newly introduced Calculated Assessment Grade systems. We 
were so impressed with the commitment students continued to put in towards 
their coursework through digital platforms and paper resources whilst at home. 
We are extremely proud that academic success rates were 80% in English and 
81% in maths in both portfolios and functional skills accreditations. We would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate our learners for their incredible 
achievements in the most difficult of times. Well done to all!

henshaws.ac.uk       @henshawscollege      /henshawscollege

Find us on Facebook and Twitter for all the latest updates
from College and our amazing students.

Please get in touch with your comments or
suggestions for future issues of beyond expectations. 
college.info@henshaws.org.uk     01423 886451

The start of this academic year has been far from normal. 
Our therapy team have been rethinking the best way for 
them to support our students, with a particular focus on 
how sessions can be integrated into their learning.
Our new Integrated Therapy Service provides our 
students with the same excellent quality of support, 
but instead of taking them away from their timetabled 
lessons, our therapists are taking the sessions to them. 
This has had a really positive effect on our students’ 
learning, as they can put the skills they are learning in 
therapy sessions into practice straight away.

Integrated Therapy  
Service  

Positive FEEDBACK  
from CQC 

Back in June, CQC spoke with our Head of 
Care and Clinical Lead Registered Nurse about 
how the College have managed the many 
challenges faced during lockdown. A summary 
report was created by CQC which reported 
that the College is performing well in all areas. 
They said:

“ You have taken a holistic approach to the 
whole family to share learning on infection 
control in the home. Staff have created  
opportunities to work with people including  
online sessions. You have worked with young 
people regarding the use of PPE to allay  
their fears. This has had a positive impact  
on people.” 
We are delighted with the assessment, which 
reflects the hard work and dedication of our 
staff team who have been instrumental in  
ensuring our students are safe and supported.

A virtual welcome
Our transitions team loved meeting some potential students 
and their families on our first virtual open day in October.  
We want to be able to offer as much support as possible to 
people making decisions about their future and we hope that 
these events will help. In addition to these virtual events we  
are also offering bespoke tours where possible under  
current restrictions.
We have places available for September 2021, to find out  
more please visit henshaws.org.uk/opendays or email  
transitions@henshaws.org.uk 


